
 

 

 

 

 

Report on Wooden Bridge Design Competition 

Event News on FAST-NU Website: - http://www.nu.edu.pk/News/Details/329 

On the 1ST of November ICE NUCES inaugurated yet another successful event; the much awaited and 

acclaimed ‘Wooden Bridge Design Competition’. The purpose of the event was highlighted in its very 

objective ‘To Foster and To Promote the Art of Civil Engineering’. This is in accordance with the very 

motto of ICE NUCES ‘Promote and Develop’. 

The purpose of the event was to introduce the students of batch ’14 to the basic concepts of civil 

engineering. The event started at 1.05 pm following only a delay of 5 minutes due to the late arrival of 

some teams. As many as 35 teams registered and each team consisted of 2 members each. All teams 

were provided with material to make their own wooden bridges. The material provided included 1 glue, 

1 scale, 1 cutter and 125 ice-cream sticks (wooden). A certain criteria were to be respected while the 

teams were building the bridges. It was to be ensured that the length of the span remained between a 

limit of 30-60 cm. The width of the span was not to be more than the length of a single stick or 10 cm. 

The criteria set up for the height was for it not to be more than 20 cm. The participants were told before 

the start of the competitions that the load would be applied perpendicular to the spans of their bridges. 

A formula for efficiency was also explained briefly. 

Team ICE NUCES started to countdown to beginning the fun and learning contest and all the participants 

joined in. The participants included not only students of the civil engineering department but also 

students from the management, computer sciences and electrical engineering department. The 

enthusiasm of the participants was overwhelming. They started off just as the countdown concluded 

with gleeful faces and creative ideas motivating them on forward. All the participants were given 2 

hours to complete their bridges and the competition was to end at exactly 3.05 pm.  

During the contest many faculty members visited to observe the progress of the event and to encourage 

the eagerness of the students to be inspired, engage and act sustainably in such competitions. The 

Chairperson, Mr Sohail Kibria, of the Geotech Department of one of Pakistan’s finest engineering 

companies in the corporate sector i.e., NESPAK, was also present. He enlightened the students with his 

encouraging remarks and friendly disposition. Senior faculty members from all departments also paid a 

visit to observe the event. Mr Hassan Gilani, the student advisor was also present and was very 

impressed with both the management and the idea behind the event. Faculty members of the civil 

engineering department were also present. Dr. Moazzam Ghous Sohail, Dr. Fawad Muzafar, Dr. Anwar ul 

Haq Muneeb, Dr. Ashraf were all present. The honorable head of department, the mentor of ICE NUCES 

Dr Syed Iftikhar Ahmed was also present and his presence was most encouraging for both the 

participants and the organizing committee of ICE NUCES.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

At exactly 3.05 pm the bridges were collected from the participants following a reverberating 

countdown. The participants were then asked to sit in a hall in the civil department where the results 

were to be announced at 4.15 pm. The President of ICE NUCES Mr. Musa Dar was invited to the stage for 

the presidential address by the stage secretary in the hall. He emphasized the importance of such events 

and stressed upon the need to think critically and to create creatively. After the presidential address the 

judges for the evaluation were asked to take their respective seats in the hall. The evaluation team then 

brought two tables in the hall and they were placed in such a manner that they faced each other. A 

space was intentionally left between the two tables. In that space the wooden bridges were to be 

placed. The testing procedure included the attachment of a hook to an iron rod placed at the centre of 

the bridge. To the other end of the hook hung a bucket and the bucket was to be filled with pebbles 

gradually so as to increase the load. The bridge was to be considered failed in case it broke or it lost its 

arrangement. The first prize went to ‘Team 23’ consisting of Zain Ijaz and Maria Khalid and their bridge 

could not be broken. The 2nd prize went to students of the computer science department and their team 

was ‘Wailay’. ‘Wailay’ consisted of Muhammad Ali and Umair Bukhair. Their bridge bore a load of 63 kg. 

3rd prize went to ‘Original Dirtoo Gang’ and it consisted of Hamdoon and Usama Khalid. 4th prize was 

awarded to a team called ‘Sissy Harkaten’. It consisted of Hassan Niazi and Azaz Ghumman. 5th prize was 

awarded to a team called ‘Vampires’. It consisted of Waqar Khalid and Umer Goraya. Certificates of 

appreciation, hardwork and devotion were given to team members of ICE NUCES and the recipients 

were Amna Sameen, Zoha Saleem and Mahnoor Rao. The participants were then asked to leave in an 

orderly manner. Team ICE NUCES then took some photos to commemorate the event. After an orderly 

gesture of congratulating each other only the infrastructure department remained behind to finish their 

remaining work. All the departments of team ICE NUCES put in a lot of effort to make this event 

successful. The logistics, writers, finance, marketing, promotions and publicities department were all 

very motivated and high-spirited and their handwork paid off at the end of the day.  

 

 

The event succeeded to introduce to the young and budding scholars of the recent batch of civil 

engineering, the basics of civil engineering and the creativity which it yields. The feedback was 

overwhelming and team ICE NUCES was congratulated by everyone for initiating and executing the 

event effectively. All in all ICE NUCES student chapter yet again succeeded in initiating a successful event 

and in establishing the fact that with responsible leadership and creativity wonders can be worked. ICE 

NUCES aims to initiating effectively in the future as well and hopes to promote civil engineering values 

responsibly. 

 



 

Pictures of Event:- 
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Left: - Participants busy in making the bridge. 

Right: - Entrance of the venue where the Competition was held. 

Rules of the event written on the white board for participants. 


